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KIKA DE LA GARZA, 15TH DISTRICT, TEXAS--------------_
104-1559 9 May 1996 Washington, DC
PREPARING YOUR CHILD FOR COLLEGE. The Department of Education has just
released its 1996-1997 Edition of Preparing Your Child for College: A Resource Book for
Parents. The 96-97 Edition contains updated information on college costs and student financial
aid, as well as expanded sections on academic preparation and other sources of college planning
information.
There is no question that the value of a two-year and four-year college education
continues to grow particularly as technological advances and global economic forces make our
world more complex. Surveys show that most parents want their children'to get some college
education, but many parents and students believe that most colleges are out of their reach,
Many are unaware of the availability of student financial aid. Preparing Your Child for
College attempts to show how college can be affordable and attainable by reviewing the costs
of attending different types of colleges, stressing the importance of saving money for college,
and discussing various sources of financial aid.
Planning ahead by taking rigorous courses in middle school and high school is today the
best way to prepare for college success. This booklet discusses how you can effectively plan
for your child's future. It also provides information on the entrance exams recommended for
college, as well as basic information on the educational preparation required for different
careers. The last part of the publication contains a long list of other sources of information that
families can access as they plan for college.
It is impossible to stress how important it is to encourage parents to become more
involved in their children's education. This publication will help you to do just that. If you
would like to obtain a copy please contact my Washington office and this will be sent to you.
# # #
IMPROVING ELiGmILITY FOR MEDICAL CARE AND SERVICES TO VETERANS.
That is what legislation I have co-sponsored at the request of four veterans organizations (the
VFW, AMVETS, the Disabled American Veterans, and the Paralyzed Veterans of America)
would do. H R 3119, introduced by the Ranking Minority Member, Sonny Montgomery, of the
House Committee on Veterans' Affairs would substantially revise provisions of law governing
eligibility for VA health care services.
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The legislation would require the VA to provide whatever care or services, including
preventive care and home health care, are clinically needed to those veterans to whom the VA
now has an obligation to furnish hospital care (as well as any catastrophically disabled veteran).
In addition, the bill would permit the VA to furnish hospital and nursing-home care, on a space
available basis, and subject to copayments, to adult dependents of veterans.
If you would like additional and more detailed infonnation about this legislation, let me
know. I'll certainly be happy to provide it.
# # #
FDA PROPOSES FINAL MAMMOGRAPHY STANDARDS. The Food and Drug
Administration this week proposed regulations that will ensure that all women have access to
high quality mammography services.
The proposed rules expand and strengthen interim regulations in place since late 1993.
When fInal, the new rules will be a major step toward FDA's implementation of the 1992
Mammography Quality Standards Act (MQSA).
In addition to requiring that mammography facilities meet quality standards, MQSA
requires facilities to be accredited by an FDA-approved accreditation body, certifIed by FDA,
and inspected annually. To date, nearly 10,000 facilities have been accredited and 80% have
had their fIrst inspection. Prior to 1992, only about 46% of facilities were accredited and many
facilities were never inspected.
The proposed regulations would:
• Strengthen interim requirements for personnel doing mammography to ensure they are
adequately trained and qualifIed to conduct mammography examinations and interpret
mammograms;
• Strengthen requirements to ensure that mammography equipment meets appropriate
design and perfonnance characteristics;
• Expand requirements for reporting results of mammograms to ensure that doctors and
patients are quickly and fully infonned of results so that any follow-up testing or
treatment can begin immediately;
• Add a consumer complaint requirement to ensure that complaints from patients are
adequately followed up; and
• Add requirements for special methods of examining women with breast implants and
training of personnel doing the exams.
In addition to these proposals, FDA is asking for comments on alternative approaches to
assuring quality mammography that would minimize administrative requirements for
mammography facilities.
The public has 90 days to comment on the proposed regulations. Final regulations are
expected to be published in 1997.
# # #
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